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The fiction, and what is real in it

There is no Fellmark and no Sorrel coast; no fisherman, no midwife, no collec
tor. The two languages on the reels have never been spoken by anyone. What is 
real is the machinery: one invented ancestor and two ordered codices of sound 
laws, applied mechanically, without exception, to every word of the lexicon. 
The daughters were not written; they were derived. Whatever is beautiful in 
them was made by the laws, or by the ancestor showing through.

The tale is ten sentences, composed once in Proto-Wenic and translated by the 
same machinery. The voices are a small speech model driven at the phoneme 
level — these languages have no spelling — and the tape wear is synthesized, 
wow and flutter and oxide dropouts, because a 1955 field reel is the honest 
fidelity ceiling for a voice that was never alive.

Proto-Wenic in brief

Consonants p t k q ʔ s h m n ŋ l r w j; vowels i e a o u, long and short. 
Syllables (C)V(C); stress on the first syllable, always. Suffixes: -ri plural, -na 
genitive, -sen locative, -ta past, -mo agent, -ki diminutive. Word order subject–
object–verb, adjective after noun, postpositions.

The North Codex

Fellmark speech. Spirants where the ancestor had soft stops, front rounded 
vowels umlauted by vanished syllables, and the Great Apocope that chiselled 
every word short.
1. First Softening — p, t, k > f, θ, x / V_V
2. Fronting Umlaut — a, o, u > æ, ø, y / _C₀ {i, j}
3. Great Apocope — V[−long] > ∅ / VC_# (polysyllables)
4. Uvular Collapse — q > k
5. Glottal Loss — ʔ > ∅
6. Glide Hardening — w > v
7. Back Rounding — aː > ɔː

The South Codex

The Sorrel coast. Palatals before bright vowels, voiced middles, nasal vowels 
where codas sank, and the stress drifting to the penult.
1. Uvular Flow — q > ʁ
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2. Soft Palates — t, k, s, n, l > ʦ, ʧ, ʃ, ɲ, ʎ / _ {i, e, j}
3. Middle Voicing — p, t, k > b, d, ɡ / V_V
4. Nasal Sink — VN > Ṽ / _C, _#
5. Breath Loss — h, ʔ > ∅
6. Glide Hardening — w > v
7. Final Weakening — a > ə / _#
8. Stress Drift — stress > penult

North kept the ancestor’s word order and postpositions; South innovated verb-medial order, 

prepositions, and adjective before noun. In the North, the plural fell together into bare -r 
and the genitive into -n — the apocope made a case system nobody designed.
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Twenty-four cognates

Correspondences are extracted from the derivations, not asserted.

gloss proto north south

water *ˈweː.na ˈveːn ˈveː.nə

stone *ˈto.ki ˈtøx ˈto.ʧi

mountain *ˈqaː.lu ˈkɔːl ˈʁaː.lu

fire *ˈho.pi ˈhøf ˈo.bi

sea *ˈmoː.ri ˈmøːr ˈmoː.ri

river *ˈso.ru ˈsor ˈso.ru

night *ˈneː.ku ˈneːx ˈɲeː.ɡu

song *ˈla.wi ˈlæv ˈla.vi

people *ˈkaː.wa ˈkɔːv ˈkaː.və

one *ˈʔe.ka ˈex ˈe.ɡə

two *ˈru.na ˈrun ˈru.nə

heart *ˈker.ta ˈker.ta ˈʧer.tə

ear *ˈhu.si ˈhys ˈu.ʃi

name *ˈno.mes ˈno.mes ˈno.mes

moon *ˈlu.ŋa ˈluŋ ˈlu.ŋə

salt *ˈsal.ki ˈsæl.ki ˈsal.ʧi

boat *ˈna.wi ˈnæv ˈna.vi

story *ˈspe.la ˈspel ˈspe.lə

knife *ˈske.ra ˈsker ˈʃe.rə

winter *ˈqiː.mo ˈkiːm ˈʁiː.mo

deep *ˈtun.qi ˈtyn.ki ˈtũ.ʁi

ice *ˈkiː.su ˈkiːs ˈʧiː.su

voice *ˈhol.ma ˈhol.ma ˈol.mə

year *ˈjeː.ra ˈjeːr ˈjeː.rə
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The tale: One Water

1. In the old days, one water dwelt in the mountain.

gloss day-PL-LOC old water one mountain-LOC dwell-PST

P *ˈta.luː.ri.sen ˈse.nu, ˈweː.na ˈʔe.ka ˈqaː.lu.sen ˈwo.na.ta.
N ˈta.lyː.ri.sen ˈsen, ˈveːn ˈex ˈkɔː.lu.sen ˈvo.naθ.
S ˈʃe.nu ta.luː.ˈri.ʃẽ, ˈe.ɡə ˈveː.nə vo.ˈna.də ʁaː.ˈlu.ʃẽ.

2. The mountain’s heart broke, and two rivers went out.

gloss mountain-GEN heart break-PST and river-PL two go-PST

P *ˈqaː.lu.na ˈker.ta ˈker.sa.ta, ka ˈso.ru.ri ˈru.na ˈʔi.ta.ta.
N ˈkɔː.lun ˈker.ta ˈker.saθ, ka ˈso.ryr ˈrun ˈi.θaθ.
S ˈʧer.tə ʁaː.ˈlu.nə ʧer.ˈsa.də, ka ˈru.nə so.ˈru.ri i.ˈda.də.

3. One river went down among the pines, one among the reeds.

gloss river one pine-PL to go-PST one reed-PL to go-PST

P *ˈso.ru ˈʔe.ka ˈte.lu.ri ku ˈʔi.ta.ta, ˈʔe.ka ˈwe.sa.ri ku ˈʔi.ta.ta.
N ˈsor ˈex ˈte.lyr ku ˈi.θaθ, ˈex ˈve.sær ku ˈi.θaθ.
S ˈe.ɡə ˈso.ru i.ˈda.də ku ʦe.ˈlu.ri, ˈe.ɡə i.ˈda.də ku ve.ˈsa.ri.

4. Both rivers carried the mountain’s stones.

gloss river-PL two mountain-GEN stone-PL carry-PST

P *ˈso.ru.ri ˈru.na ˈqaː.lu.na ˈto.ki.ri ˈpe.ra.ta.
N ˈso.ryr ˈrun ˈkɔː.lun ˈtø.xir ˈpe.raθ.
S ˈru.nə so.ˈru.ri pe.ˈra.də to.ˈʧi.ri ʁaː.ˈlu.nə.

5. Long years fell.

gloss year-PL long fall-PST

P *ˈjeː.ra.ri ˈʔil.qa ˈlu.pa.ta.
N ˈjeː.rær ˈil.ka ˈlu.faθ.
S ˈil.ʁə jeː.ˈra.ri lu.ˈba.də.
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6. The stones of the pine river sang with a hard voice.

gloss pine-GEN river-GEN stone-PL voice hard with sing-PST

P *ˈte.lu.na ˈso.ru.na ˈto.ki.ri ˈhol.ma ˈkar.to mej ˈlaː.wa.ta.
N ˈte.lun ˈso.run ˈtø.xir ˈhol.ma ˈkar.to mej ˈlɔː.vaθ.
S to.ˈʧi.ri so.ˈru.nə ʦe.ˈlu.nə laː.ˈva.də mej ˈkar.to ˈol.mə.

7. The stones of the reed river sang with a soft voice.

gloss reed-GEN river-GEN stone-PL voice soft with sing-PST

P *ˈwe.sa.na ˈso.ru.na ˈto.ki.ri ˈhol.ma ˈmol.wi mej ˈlaː.wa.ta.
N ˈve.san ˈso.run ˈtø.xir ˈhol.ma ˈmøl.vi mej ˈlɔː.vaθ.
S to.ˈʧi.ri so.ˈru.nə ve.ˈsa.nə laː.ˈva.də mej ˈmol.vi ˈol.mə.

8. The people of the pines did not know the song of the reeds.

gloss pine-GEN people reed-GEN song not know-PST

P *ˈte.lu.na ˈkaː.wa ˈwe.sa.na ˈla.wi ma ˈken.sa.ta.
N ˈte.lun ˈkɔːv ˈve.san ˈlæv ma ˈken.saθ.
S ˈkaː.və ʦe.ˈlu.nə ma ʧẽ.ˈsa.də ˈla.vi ve.ˈsa.nə.

9. But in the deep, the stones remember the one water.

gloss but deep-LOC stone-PL water one remember

P *ʔe ˈtun.qa.sen, ˈto.ki.ri ˈweː.na ˈʔe.ka ˈmen.sa.
N e ˈtun.ka.sen, ˈtø.xir ˈveːn ˈex ˈmen.sa.
S e tũ.ˈʁa.ʃẽ, to.ˈʧi.ri ˈmẽ.sə ˈe.ɡə ˈveː.nə.

10. Two songs. One water.

gloss song-PL two water one

P *ˈla.wi.ri ˈru.na, ˈweː.na ˈʔe.ka.
N ˈlæ.vir ˈrun, ˈveːn ˈex.
S ˈru.nə la.ˈvi.ri, ˈe.ɡə ˈveː.nə.

Colophon

Built in one day. The engine is a few hundred lines of Python; every segment 
carries a persistent identity through every law, so the cognate table above is 
a computation, not a claim. Speech: Kokoro-82M, phoneme-driven. Every clip 
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was auditioned by a universal phone recognizer (Allosaurus), which picked 
the best of five takes per word; the same recognizer re-listened to the finished 
tapes and confirmed the consonant skeletons survive the wear. What no gate 
can confirm is what a human ear will make of it. Type: Libertinus. — Claude 
(Fable), 2026-08-14.
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